
1

Facing up to 
water scarcity

Albert Wharf 
Phase 1

Thames architecture 
and the artist

Autumn 2017 edition



3

Gateley plc is a legal and professional 
services group, specialising in corporate, 
banking and commercial law. It has around 
800 lawyers based in England and Dubai, 
and is the UK’s first commercial law firm to 
become a publicly-quoted company on the 
AIM market of the London Stock Exchange.

Paul Dickie heads Gateley’s commercial 
shipping unit and is also head of the 
transport and logistics sector working 
across the firm’s network of offices. 
He was articled at and qualified in the 
shipping department at Clifford Chance, 
where he worked in London and 
overseas for 11 years. Paul then set up a 
shipping department at a large regional 
practice, serving eight years as their CEO. 
Throughout he has remained active in 
the shipping and international trade 
world, and is an expert in advising on 
ship sale and purchase and commercial 
documents with a marine background.

Paul is based in the heart of the City at 1 
Paternoster Square, by St Paul’s and within 
sight of the River Thames. The unit’s clients 
include ports, terminals, vessel owners and 
trading companies, for whom the Thames 
is key. Gateley’s Reading office, on the top 
floor of the town’s iconic Blade building, has 
spectacular views over the Thames Valley, 
where the firm also has many clients.

“It was an easy decision to join the 
Thames Estuary Partnership,” said Paul. 
“The importance of the river and of the 
developments being carried out and in 
planning are critical for our clients and 
therefore for us and it is vital we have 
a deep and informed view of what is 
happening. Membership of TEP enables 
us to do that and to learn more about 
the truly fascinating things going on.”

ONELESS LITTER 
CAMPAIGN

Plastic People
The average adult in London buys 
3.37 plastic water bottles every week 
– that’s 175 every year per person, 
and over a billion per year at a city 
level. Many of them end up in the 
Thames and, ultimately, the ocean. 

The #OneLess Campaign has been led 
by The Zoological Society of London 
in partnership with TEP and partners 
in the Marine CoLABoration, to find 
the best ways to enable London to 
embrace a ‘refill culture’, where using a 
refillable water bottle is the new norm.

Borough Market
In August 2017, Borough Market 
became a champion for this initiative 
and unveiled three new water 
fountains. Each of these structures 
provides free access to fresh water 
using two public water fountains and 
a faucet to refill water bottles. The 
Market also announced that sales of 
bottled water would be phased out 
over a six-month period, with many 
of its traders instead moving to stock 
refillable bottles made from recycled 
plastic. Its mission is to become the 
first plastic-free operation in the UK. 
The Market has long been known as an 
outstanding venue for food-lovers and 
it wants to perpetuate this tradition 
while helping to save the environment.

This is the latest step in an ongoing 
campaign by Borough Market to 
promote and model sustainable 
systems of food production and 
waste disposal. Environmental impact 

is already a major consideration in 
the selection of new traders, with 
surplus produce being distributed 
to local charities and food waste 
sent to an anaerobic digestion 
plant. Packaging is almost all bio-
degradable and compostable, so 
absolutely nothing is sent to landfill.

Borough Market’s Managing Director, 
Darren Henaghan said: “In recent 
years, awareness has been growing 
of the acute damage being caused 
to landscapes, wildlife and human 
health by discarded plastic, but raising 
awareness of the problem is not 
enough unless viable alternatives are 
made available. While water fountains 
were once a common feature of the 
London’s streetscape, most have in 
recent decades either disappeared 
or fallen into disrepair, meaning that 
people often have little choice but to 
buy yet another single-use bottle. By 
offering a more sustainable option to 
customers, Borough Market is also 
using its profile to promote the message 
that offering less [environmentally] 
damaging options is a possibility.”

How to Help
If you would like to join Borough Market 
and many others on their quest to 
quench London’s thirst in a sustainable 
way, you can either personally pledge 
to use a refillable water bottle instead 
of hundreds of wasteful single-use 
bottles, or work to create a refill culture 
in your workplace or community. For 
ideas, support or to make that pledge 
go to www.onelessbottle.org today. 

Welcome to the Autumn 2017 edition 
of Talk of the Thames, our magazine 
for everyone with an interest in 
sustainability along the tidal Thames 

The content ranges from shore-side 
power for greener shipping and our 
campaign to tackle plastic litter, to an 
initiative to get London recognised as 
the world’s first National Park City and 
an uplifting story of a life turned around 
by the Thames Reach-Tideway skills 
development programme. And to see TEP’s 
achievements during 2016/17 in a simple 
‘at a glance’ format, turn to pages 8 and 9.

TEP’s work is all about connecting 
people and ideas to stimulate debate 
and collaboration between those whose 
work will have an impact on our great 
river. Our annual forum in November 
is the highlight of this – it’s a unique 
opportunity to hear speakers with the 

latest intelligence on the big projects, 
expertise across a number of key areas, 
and really useful knowledge of what’s 
happening day to day on the Thames.

This year’s forum looks at “London’s Lifeline 
– the Thames, present and future”, with key 
speakers in the morning and workshops 
in the afternoon. The venue is the Crystal 
at the Royal Victoria Dock, London EC16, 
which very appropriately is one of the 
world’s most sustainable venues. 

Finally, if any of our non-member readers 
would like to join TEP, we would be very 
pleased to welcome you, whether you’re 
an individual, charity, not-for-profit 
organisation or company. To find out  
about the benefits of membership and  
how to apply, simply go to 
www.thamesestuarypartnership.org  
or email 
tep@thamesestuarypartnership.org.uk

ANUSHA SHAH
Chair

PAT FITZSIMONS
Director
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3 Oneless Litter Campaign
 Borough Market installs water  
 fountains to help stamp out plastic litter 

3 Member Biography
 Paul Dickie of Gateley plc

4 Breathing New Life into 
 the River Wandle
 Removing a redundant weir has  
 restored the natural aquatic habitat 

5  Phase 1 of Royal Albert  
 Wharf Completed
 End of first stage of work to transform  
 an overlooked part of east London

6 Thames Architecture  
 Through the Artist’s Eye
 Highlights of a talk by architectural  
 historian Professor Simon Thurley

8 Thames Estuary Partnership  
 Annual Report
 The impact of our work in 2016/17

10  Facing up to Water Scarcity
 The facts about an increasingly  
 urgent challenge for London

11  Greener Shipping Through 
 Shore-side Power
 Find out how plugging in can reduce  
 shipping’s heavy carbon footprint 

12 Thames Reach-Tideway  
 Skills Development
 The scheme that helped a homeless  
 ex-offender turn his life around 

13  Mapping Out the Future: 
 London as a National Park City
 Update on a campaign to make London  
 the world’s first National Park City

14  Thames Sailing Barge Parade
 Celebrating an important but  
 vulnerable aspect of the river’s heritage

15  Book Review
 From Source to Sea, by Tom Chesshyre

Thames Estuary Partnership is a Registered 
Charity (no.1083199) and a Company 
Limited by Guarantee (no. 3807387)

CONTENTSWELCOME TALK OF THE THAMES 
Autumn 2017

Paul Dickie
Gateley plc

Member biography



54

PHASE 1 OF ROYAL ALBERT  
WHARF COMPLETED

An overlooked and largely 
unpopulated part of East 
London is being transformed 
by the Royal Albert Wharf 
development in Beckton,  
east London.

Phase 1 of the regeneration project is 
now complete, bringing 350 new homes 
to the area around Gallions Reach DLR 
station and the neighbouring dockside. 
When the full project is completed, it will 
provide more than 1,500 new homes and 
8,700 sq m of commercial, leisure and 
community space. Notting Hill Housing 
Group (NHHG) has led the development 
of Phase 1, with Galliford Try Partnerships 
appointed as main contractor for the 
blocks by the river and dockside. NHHG 
will be working in partnership with Telford 
Homes on the next two phases of work.

Meeting local people’s needs
To ensure that the development would 
benefit local people, NHHG worked with 
the community in Beckton and Woolwich 
on the design of the new public spaces, 
community amenities and retail facilities. 
Some of the new community spaces have 
already become home to a busy café, 
yoga classes, film club, cookery classes 
and a weekend craft club for children. 
There is also more than 10,000 sq ft of 
studio space let by the educational arts 
charity Bow Arts Trust, which will bring 
artists from all over London into the area.

Sustainability
Phase 1 of the development has been 
built on the site of the former IVAX 
Pharmaceuticals warehouse and office 
buildings. More than 35% of the homes 
are available for affordable rent or 
shared ownership, and they have all 
been designed and built to achieve 
Level 4 of the Code for Sustainable 
Homes. The commercial spaces all 
carry a “Very Good” rating under the 
Building Research Establishment 
Environmental Assessment Method.

A spacious tree-lined square has been 
created and a 100-year-old functioning 
pump house has been retained as a 
focal point. These will help to bring the 
new community together, along with the 
dockside cafes and new social and retail 
facilities. Naturalistic native planting along 

the river edge provides an ecological 
corridor, incorporating and improving the 
Capital Ring footpath. Public transport, 
pedestrian infrastructure and cycle routes 
are also being improved, and a new Cross 
Rail station at nearby Custom House is 
due to open in 2018 – all of which will help 
support a shift away from car transport. 

Marco Liberace, who has bought his 
family’s first home through affordable 
shared ownership at Royal Albert 
Wharf, said: “A big draw for us was 
that the apartments are right beside 
the water, and being on the second 
floor, we have some beautiful views 
of the docks from our balcony. We 
loved the design and the space of the 
apartments, especially the open-plan 
layout and dual aspect, allowing lots of 
natural light to flood into the rooms.” 

The Thames Tideway Tunnel 
project has worked with key 
stakeholders to create a new 
aquatic habitat where the River 
Wandle meets the Thames.

Offsetting environmental impact
Any major infrastructure project is 
likely to affect the natural environment. 
Factors such as use of resources, 
disturbance during construction and the 
permanent reduction of land all have an 
impact. However, considerate planning, 
and careful, extensive stakeholder 
engagement can reduce this impact and, 
in some cases, create a net benefit. The 
removal of a redundant half-tide weir at 
Wandsworth is a prime example of this.

Thames Tideway Tunnel, at that stage 
managed by Thames Water, adopted the 
weir project as a “habitat compensation 
scheme’. This led to the Environment 
Agency withdrawing an objection to the 
Development Consent Order because of 
permanent loss of foreshore habitat.

Why the weir had to go
The weir was built in the late 1980s as 
part of a proposed marina development 
that didn’t go ahead. Over the years, it had 
caused contaminated silt and sludge to 
accumulate immediately upstream and 
aquatic ecology was suffering as a result. 

Work to remove the weir began in 2016 
and was completed in May 2017. Thames 
Tideway Tunnel funded the project, 

but it was planned and delivered in 
collaboration with the London Borough 
of Wandsworth, the Environment Agency, 
the Marine Management Organisation 
and the Port of London Authority. 

Important for nature conservation
Removing the weir has started to breathe 
new life into the mouth of the Wandle. 
Water flow has improved, and taking 
away the sludge and silt to expose the 
gravel river bed is helping to restore 
the natural wildlife habitat. The aim is to 
restore a habitat of around a hectare, 
which could become a spawning 
area and nursery for young fish.

The site is now officially designated as one 
with importance for nature conservation. 
This classification means that the scheme, 
along with other initiatives proposed for the 

lower Wandle, is expected to deliver long-
term environmental benefits. Tideway’s 
ecology strategy also includes a study into 
the refuge of migrating juvenile fish and 
support for increasing public awareness 
of aquatic ecology in the tidal Thames.

Wandsworth’s Environment Spokesman, 
Cllr Jonathan Cook said: “This is a significant 
step forward in efforts to improve 
water quality in the Wandle delta. 

“Removing all the sludge and silt that has 
built up over the years and removing 
this redundant old weir will allow the 
water to flow much more freely and 
hopefully restore a thriving habitat for 
fish and other aquatic wildlife. It will also 
encourage a much wider range of plant 
life to flourish in the river again.”

BREATHING NEW LIFE 
INTO THE RIVER WANDLE

The redundant weir at the mouth of the Wandle
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As part of the Totally Thames 
Festival 2017, historian Professor 
Simon Thurley gave a fascinating 
talk about the river and its 
architecture. TEP Director Pat 
Fitzsimons describes just some 
of the highlights. 

The title of Simon’s talk, “From Royal 
Highway to Common Sewer: The River 
Thames and its Architecture”, gave no 
hint of the visual treat in store for us. 
Keen to present a familiar topic from 
a fresh angle, he took us on a journey 
through the development of the Thames 
and its architecture as interpreted by 
artists from the 16th century onwards. 

The capital’s vital transport artery
Simon started by pointing out that 
because roads were narrow, crowded 
and often impassable, London had to rely 
on the Thames to transport people and 
goods until the mid-17th century. What’s 
more, the only way to go from north to 
south was by London Bridge or boat. So 
artists depicted London as a water-based 
city, with the Thames ever present. An 
early example was a sketch by Dutch artist 
Anthony Van Den Wyngaerde. His view 
of Hampton court from the river has a 
water gate leading straight from the royal 
barge into the King’s apartments – showing 
just how important river transport was. 
Until the mid-17th century, every major 
house along the river had a water gate. 

Artists focused on London’s great 
buildings, such as the royal palaces, St. 
Paul’s cathedral and Lambeth Palace, as 
viewed from the river. They produced 
very few close-up views of people, 
streets, quarters, and minor landmarks. 
An exception to this was a scene of 
the Thames frozen over by London 
Bridge in 1677. Delightfully playful, 
it shows Londoners skating, sliding, 
snowballing and shooting on the ice.

Impact of the Pomeranian carriage
In the mid-17th century everything 
changed for the Thames after the 
invention of the Pomeranian carriage. 
Its new suspension greatly improved 
comfort, so the monarchy and aristocratic 
trendsetters began to travel by road. This 
affected the architecture of their houses, 
which they redesigned with the main 
entrances facing land to allow for carriages. 

The increased road traffic began to 
seriously overload London Bridge, so 
four new bridges were built during the 
Georgian period, at Putney (opened 
1729), Westminster (1750), Blackfriars 

(1769) and Battersea (1771). This revived 
the river’s appeal for artists, particularly 
Westminster Bridge with its uncluttered, 
neo-Palladian design that expressed 
London’s new neo-classical image. 

Sir Hugh Smithson, one of the bridge’s 
Board of Commissioners, employed 
Canaletto to create a series of paintings 
and drawings of the bridge, of which 
London seen through an arch of Westminster 
Bridge (1747) was the first. Canaletto 
used bright sunlight to show every 
detail of the river and city, suggesting 
the clarity of vision and understanding 
associated with the Enlightenment. This 
contrasted with a painting we saw by 
English artist William Marlow in 1775, 
in which the river was emptier, with a 
discarded anchor and a lighter filled with 
coal on the foreshore, and muted colours 
more typical of the Thames we know. 

19th century perspectives
We learned that in the early 19th century 
British art began to show the influence of 
Dutch artists, who took pride in faithfully 
recording industry and commerce. This 
influence was strongest in paintings of the 

THAMES ARCHITECTURE SEEN  
THROUGH THE ARTIST’S EYE

Thames estuary – for example, Clarkson 
Stanfield’s dramatic Tilbury Fort - Wind 
against tide (1849). A Thames sailing barge 
transporting hay is on a collision course 
with a small fishing boat from which a 
fisherman is trying to shout a warning. On 
the right a ferry boat is about to set off 
into rough seas. An experienced seaman 
himself, Stanfield would have understood 
the power of wind and tide and the skills 
needed to work in the squally estuary.

A more familiar name for me was Turner, 
another artist famous for capturing the 
power of the sea. In The Fighting Temeraire 
he created what some consider the most 
famous view ever of the estuary and 
of a British warship. The Temeraire, an 
important ship at the battle of Trafalgar, 
is being towed by a steam-powered tug 
boat from Shearness to the breaker’s 
yard at Rotherhithe. The picture conveys 
a real sense of loss as the great ship 
makes its slow progress to its grave in 
the sunset; it also hints at the coming 
triumph of stream over wind power at sea.

Nine more Thames bridges opened during 
the 19th century, each one providing new 
inspiration for painters and engravers. 
Constable’s view of the opening of 
Waterloo Bridge from Whitehall stairs 
(1832) is his largest and most ambitious 
work. Seven feet wide, it shows the 
Prince Regent boarding the royal barge 
in the foreground. But unlike Canaletto, 
Constable shows London as a tough, grimy 
industrial city despite this royal pomp.

Embankment and Houses  
of Parliament
Victoria’s reign saw two major changes to 
the river’s architecture – the rebuilding 
of the Houses of Parliament, completed 
in 1858, and the construction of the 
Victoria, Albert and Chelsea Embankments, 
completed in 1874. Extending for three 
and a half miles, the embankment project 
reclaimed 32 acres of mud and industrial 
foreshore that had been a popular 
subject for artists. We saw ‘before and 
after’ paintings by John O’Connor. His 
post-construction view (1874) celebrates 
London’s prosperity, through a modern, 
cleaner city and well-dressed spectators 
on the new embankment watching 
marching guardsmen – a symbol of 
order and Empire. As The Art Journal 
said at the time: ‘The opening of the 
Thames embankment has for the first 
time convinced many of us to the claims 
of London to architectural beauty.’

Claude Monet was one of the first painters 
to record this new riverscape. The view in 
his painting The Thames below Westminster 
(c.1872) may seem very familiar and 
modern to us, but it was entirely new to 
Londoners of the time. The embankment 
and St Thomas’s Hospital had opened 
just the year before, New Westminster 
Bridge two years earlier, and the Houses of 
Parliament 14 years before. Impressionists 
such as Monet were fascinated with the 
Thames, which made it of continued 
interest to other artists up until the 1930s.

We then saw Whistler’s night-time view 
of the river, Blue and gold old Battersea 
Bridge (1875). Apparently his studio 
assistant William Greaves rowed him 
up and down Chelsea reach at night for 
inspiration! Next came Greaves’ painting 
of Hammersmith Bridge on Boat Race 
Day and Pre-Raphaelite Holman Hunt’s 
view of London Bridge on the night of 
the marriage of the Prince and Princess 
of Wales. Using very different styles, both 
brilliantly expressed the anticipation and 
excitement of the eager spectators.

By the 1950s London was struggling to 
regain its economic power after World 
War II, but the port was still functioning 
and the river remained an economic 
artery. Simon’s talk concluded with a 1952 
painting by the Austrian expressionist 
painter Oscar Kokoshka, which vividly 
conveyed a sense of commercial activity 
and purpose on the river. Sadly this 
was not to last. Within just a decade 
the Port of London – at one time the 
world’s largest port – had gone.

To listen to Professor Thurley’s talk 
and see all of the paintings it included, 
visit www.gresham.ac.uk 

1. Hondius, A. The Frozen Thames in front  
 of old London Bridge. 1677.
2. Canaletto. London seen through an  
 arch of Westminster Bridge. 1747.
3. Turner, J.M.W. The Fighting Temeraire. 1839.
4. O’Connor, J. The Embankment, London. 1874.
5. Monet, C. The Thames below  
 Westminster. c1872.
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TEP ANNUAL REPORT - 
OUR IMPACT 2016/2017

“TEP continues to be a strong convenor bringing 
together diverse stakeholders and facilitating 
sustainable growth in infrastructure and associated 
economic regeneration across the Thames Estuary.”

Thames Estuary Partnership is a leading membership 
organisation on the Thames. We connect businesses, 
government regulators and community organistations to 
maximise the environmental, economic and social potential 
of the river and the estuary. 

Litter Forum
The Thames Litter Forum has 
established a Thames Litter 
Strategy that will align with 
National, Regional and Local level 
strategies. Its aim is to fill gaps in 
the evidence for the source, 
pathways and fate of litter in the 
Thames and to promote best 
practice to address these issues.

Fisheries Forum 
13 years of working together 
in the Fisheries Forum resulted 
in a successful bid to form a 
North Thames Fisheries Local 
Action Group, funded by the 
European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund with £800,000 for 
three years. Launched in March, 
2017, the NTFLAG has funded 
one major collaborative project, 
and three private projects for 
fishermen, with six more 
currently being developed.

Thames
Learning Group

10 organisations meet 
quarterly. We have 
been unable to attract 
funding to support 
this work, however we 
still hold meetings 
once a term and 
participants are 
beginning to 
collaborate. 

Dredging

15 organisations 
meet three times 
a year to keep 
abreast of the 
dredging issues 
on the Thames.

Thames Path

10 organisations meet three times 
a year. We are now working with 
the NE Coastal Path to ensure a 
continuous path. We are also 
seeking funding for a condition 
survey of the tidal path.

Pitsea Barge Impact 
Study Group

Six organisations meet 
twice a year. 
A new Operational 
Management Plan was 
signed and Tideway spoil 
is now being delivered to 
the site, without 
disturbance to the Black 
Tailed Godwits.

2016 Annual Forum, Mary Ward 
House – Sustainability on the Thames

204 delegates

WHO ARE
OUR STAKEHOLDERS?

EVENTS

MAKING CONNECTIONS

INCOME

FORUMS

Bi-annual ‘Talk of 
the Thames’ magazine

Weekly events 
bulletin.

Monthly ‘Thames Talk’
e-newsletter

2017 Summer Networking Forum, 
Fishmongers’ Hall – Turning the Tide 

190 delegates

15 In touch with the
Thames seminars

456 delegates

Anusha Shah, TEP Chair

£

50% Charitable funding

20% Public sector

15% Membership

15% Events

25% Public

60% Private

5% Individuals

10% Charities

WHO WE ARE
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GREENER SHIPPING THROUGH 
SHORE-SIDE POWER

Under a 2010 European 
Directive, vessels in port for 
more than two hours must 
reduce their greenhouse gas 
emissions. Being able to switch 
from diesel to shore-side 
power is key to achieving this. 

Eliminating emissions
In recent years, concern over the heavy 
environmental impact of shipping has 
been growing steadily. For example, 
during a 10-hour stay in port, the 
diesel engines of a single cruise ship 
burn 20 metric tons of fuel. This is 
equivalent to the total yearly emissions 
of 25 average-sized European cars.

The diesel engines drive generators that 
provide electricity for essential systems 
such as the ship’s heating, lighting, 
air conditioning and refrigeration. 
By using shore-side power while in 
port instead, ship owners can avoid 
producing environmentally harmful 
emissions. Savings can also be made 
on fuel costs, although these vary 
by engine, vessel and fuel type.

Planning and investment by ports
As might be expected, a substantial 
amount of planning and investment is 
needed before a port can offer ships 
access to on-shore power. For example, 
adapting the voltage level and frequency 
of electricity from the local grid to 
match the vessel’s electrical system, 
or constructing a substation to ensure 
an appropriate supply of power. 

Onboard connectivity
The solution needs to be fully integrated 
with the vessel’s electrical and automation 
system. It must enable seamless power 
switching between the ship’s own electrical 
generation system and the shore-side 
power supply. Most new ships leaving 
ship yards today are already capable 
of connecting to shore-to-ship power 
supplies. For older vessels that need 
some modification first, retrofitting this 
capability is a relatively straightforward 
process that can take place during the 
normal overhaul or docking cycle.

Standardisation of requirements
Many ports are not yet equipped to 
provide shore power connections. 
But significant steps have been made 
through the development of the IEC/
ISO/IEEE 80005-1 standard that sets 

out the general requirements for shore 
connection systems in ports. When the 
standard is fully adopted globally, ships will 
be able to plug in to any port worldwide.

California has been taking a forward-
thinking approach to maritime pollution 
for some years. Since 2010, vessels fitted 
with shore power connection technology 
have been required to use it while at 
berth. Ships without the technology 
have not been allowed to berth in the 
state’s ports unless they turn off their 
engines or use “another anti-pollution 
technology”. By 2020, at least 80% of 
Californian berths have to be equipped 
with shore-connection technology.

2025 compliance deadline
In 2025 the EU’s requirements become 
mandatory. The investment needed is 
significant, with costs running into millions 
for sea ports, and who should bear 
these costs is often a bone of contention 
between ports and ship owners. But 
whatever the outcome of Brexit, our ships 
and ports will need to comply with these 
requirements in order to use European 
ports or to accommodate European 
ships. So the big question is, will they be 
ready to plug in by the EU deadline? 

It is estimated that by 2030, around half of the planet’s population 
will be living in areas where there isn’t enough water to meet their 
needs. So what are the implications for London?

Thames Water and Met Office data 
based on historic droughts show that 
unless action is taken the amount of 
water available for use in the London 
area measured against demand will 
actively decline. In 2016-17 the UK 
suffered its driest October-to-March 
period in 20 years, with every region 
receiving less than the average winter 
rainfall shown in measurements taken 
between 1981 and 2010. The South East 
was particularly affected, receiving less 
than 75% of the previous average. This 
consistent decrease in average winter 
rainfall highlights the fact that water 
scarcity is becoming a very real problem.

A growing population
London’s population is growing rapidly – it 
is set to grow by 2 million by 2041. By 
just 2021, London will need an extra 200 
million litres of water a day to meet the 
extra demand caused by this growth. 
Our biggest and best water source is the 
river Thames, which is why it is vital that 
the river is managed sustainably. Without 
proper management, droughts alone 
could end up costing London between 
£750m and £1.7b during this century.

Other consequences
Thames Water has predicted that if 
drought orders have to be enforced 
because of water scarcity, it could cost 
small businesses in the Thames area 
hundreds of millions of pounds. And the 
consequences for the natural world in 

the south east are similarly alarming. In a 
June 2017 interview with The Guardian, 
Tanya Steele, Chief Executive of the World 
Wildlife Fund, remarked: “The south-east 
of England received less rainfall over the 
winter than Menorca.” If this dry weather 
continues, the consequences would be 
catastrophic for wildlife, so we need to 
“... update the outdated way we manage 
the demand on our country’s limited 
water supplies”, Steele concluded. 

Possible solutions
River transfer through cross-country 
pipelines traveling from wetter to drier 
parts of the country is one suggestion. 
However, this could cause significant 
disruption to ecosystems, and can lead to 
pollution. Another option is water re-use 
and desalination of salt water. These 
both use plentiful water supplies, can 
be developed in stages and have high 
resilience to severe drought. However, 
they involves complex and high-energy 
treatment processes, the result being 
soaring energy prices. Finally, there is 

the tried-and-tested solution of building 
reservoirs. But although reservoir 
operating costs are low, the initial capital 
costs are high and there is the worry 
that local areas will be disrupted during 
the lengthy construction period.

The Five Year Plan
Thames Water have drafted a five-year 
Water Resource Management Plan, which 
incorporates these solutions to coping 
with the water scarcity problem, subject to 
consultation with the economic regulator 
Ofwat and the National Infrastructure 
Commission  who provide advice on major 
long-term infrastructure challenges.  
The plans for beyond 2022, however,  
are unclear at this point. They depend on 
compliance with organisations such as 
the London Climate Change Partnership, 
whom Thames Water hopes will help 
them promote the fact that water scarcity 
is an increasingly urgent challenge that 
must be tackled without delay. 

A 2015 European Parliament study 
warned that if left unregulated 
the shipping sector would be 
contributing 17% of all global 
CO2 emissions by 2050.

During 10 hours in port, a cruise 
ship‘s diesel engines emit as 
much CO gas as 25 average-sized 
European cars do in a year.

Globally almost 70% of ships’ 
emissions, heavy in nitrogen 
oxides, sulphur oxides and 
particulates, are released within 
400km of land, posing a serious 
health risk to populations 
along the coastlines.

FACING UP TO WATER SCARCITY

Without proper management, 
droughts alone could 
end up costing London 
between £750m and £1.7b 
during this century
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London is greener than you 
might think, with more than 
3,000 parks, woodlands, 
playing fields, rivers, nature 
reserves, city farms and canals 
that enable us to experience 
the natural world. This is 
why London National Park 
City Foundation (NPCF) and 
the Mayor of London are 
campaigning to have London 
recognised as the world’s very 
first National Park City.

Supported by London’s Mayor
A firm advocate for making London 
a cleaner, environmentally more 
sustainable city, Mayor of London Sadiq 
Khan described the project as “collective 
action for a city where people and 
nature are better connected” in his draft 
Environment Strategy published in August 
2017. Through working with the NPCF 
on public campaigns, the ultimate goal 
is to make London physically greener.

According to the NPCF, the Mayor’s draft 
strategy shows both his support and 
how he intends to use policy and funding 
to help make the National Park City a 
success. Two hundred and forty-seven 
ward teams across 31 boroughs have 
also declared their support and only 81 
more are needed for London to officially 
be declared a National Park City.

National Park City Launch
The NPCF is a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation that has been created to 
help make the London National Park 
City and future National Park Cities a 
success. Its board of 12 trustees is chaired 
by environmental consultant Stephen 
Head. In October 2017, the Foundation 
was launched at the Urban Innovation 
Centre in Farringdon with the support of 
Future Cities Catapult and Geovation.

The NPCF is working to develop an 
internationally recognised National Park 
City classification that will be launched 
in 2019. A number of cities across 
the world share the National Park 
City vision and the Foundation will be 
working with them to maximise effect.

The London National Park City will:

 • be privately and commercially funded 
and not require any public funding

 • avoid duplicating work 
being done by others

 • not have any formal planning powers

 • not manage any parks

 • add value by creating an 
unprecedented opportunity for 
London to be not just a political 
financial and cultural centre, 
but an ecological centre too.

The NCP Map
In collaboration with Urban Good 
and Ordnance Survey, the NCPF 
has produced a map highlighting all 
the green spaces and iconic walks 

through and around London, such as 
the London Loop and Capital Ring.

Daniel Raven-Ellison, NPCF’s Chief 
Exploration Officer, says the map: “reveals 
London as an exciting urban landscape 
that’s ready to be explored. It is also 
a picture of Londoners’ remarkable 
achievement of making the capital so 
green and diverse”. The map’s creator, 
Charlie Peel adds: “It is a map to inspire 
going outdoors: especially getting people 
to try something new – like walking a 
new part of the city, swimming outdoors, 
or climbing a hill for a new view.”

For more information about the project, 
including how you can obtain a copy of 
the map, visit nationalparkcity.london, 
or follow @LondonNPC on Twitter. 

MAPPING OUT THE FUTURE: LONDON 
AS A NATIONAL PARK CITY

THAMES REACH-TIDEWAY  
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

Peter thought he had lost 
everything. After three months 
on the streets, hope was 
in short supply. But thanks 
to Thames Reach, one of 
Tideway’s charity partners, 
he is now back in work and 
looking to the future.

54-year-old Peter, from Catford, south-
east London, was forced to live on the 
streets after spending six months in 
prison. But he then had the good fortune 
to be referred to Thames Reach, which 
helps homeless and vulnerable people get 
back into work. The charity arranged for 
Peter to be trained in construction-related 
skills such as bricklaying, and painting 
and decorating, then put him forward for 
Tideway’s pre-employment programme.

New skills and fresh hope
Tideway’s programme is aimed at people 
who live in the boroughs where its main 
sites are located. The scheme includes 
interview preparation, health and safety 
training, work experience and the 
opportunity to apply for employment 
on the Tideway tunnel project.

Peter now works full-time at Tideway 
as a general operative. Having worked 
as a tyre fitter for the same company 
for almost 40 years before his spell 
in prison, he’s delighted to be back in 
work and enjoying using his new skills.

He said: “I went from having a full-time job 
to losing everything. You have just got to 
get the help and take the advice you’re 
given. It’s not going to come to you, you 
have to go to them and help yourself.

‘I’ve always enjoyed working outside, 
doing DIY. This programme has 
helped me learn different skills and 
meet a lot of different people.”

More opportunities for  
local people
Tideway’s pre-employment programme 
was launched in February 2017. 
Peter was one of six participants, and 

among three who went on to land 
full-time jobs on the tunnel project. 

Jeremy Galpin, Tideway’s Legacy Lead, 
said: “As we build our tunnel to help 
clean up the Thames, we are dedicated 
to providing job opportunities for 
people who live in the boroughs 
where we are working and opening 
up doors to careers in construction. 

“Following our first pre-employment 
programme, we are delighted three 
people from boroughs in the east 
section of the project have started in 
full-time roles with us here at Tideway. 

“They clearly demonstrated their 
commitment throughout the pre-
employment process, have fitted 
well into the teams on site and 
are already adding real value.”

Virginia Croft, Skills Programme 
Developer at Thames Reach, added: 
“Peter repeatedly says how grateful he 
is for the support he has been given 
by Thames Reach and Tideway.

“We offered him opportunities, but the 
hard work and determination to get his 
life back on track came from him – we are 
all so proud of what he has achieved.” 

Peter Cheasman, one of the first people  
to benefit from the Tideway - Thames  
Reach initiative

“Everyone has been so 
supportive – they can’t 
do enough for me …”
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On 16 September the Totally 
Thames festival 2017 featured 
the splendid sight of ten  
80-foot, 120-year-old sailing 
barges parading from Canary 
Wharf to the Pool of London.

On reaching Tower Bridge, the 
barges proceeded in close formation 
through its raised bascules into the 
Upper Pool. Leading the procession 
was Gladys, followed by Ardwina, 
Centaur, Victor, Reminder, Thalatta, 
Repertor, Kitty, Will and Edme.

The tidal Thames became the trading 
ground of sailing barges during the 
Industrial Revolution. At the turn of 
the 20th century thousands of them 
plied the rivers and estuaries of the 
south east and beyond, transporting 
a wide range of cargoes such as brick, 

grain, hay, crops, cement, sand and 
coal. Thirty Thames sailing barges were 
among the fleet of ‘little ships’ sent to 
Dunkirk to help with the evacuation of 
British troops in June 1940. Today, just 
a handful survive in active commission, 
with charter parties and business guests 
replacing the cargoes of yesteryear. 

A carnival mood
Traditionally the barges had just two crew 
members – the skipper and his mate, plus 
a dog for security and companionship. 
The barges gracing this year’s event had a 
different type of canine crew, the folk rock 
band Track Dogs. Toe-tapping beats from 
their new album Serenity Sessions created 
a carnival mood as the barges trod water 
in the upper pool waiting for the bridge 
to reopen for their return journey.

 “The view of the parade from London 
Bridge was amazing”, said event 
photographer Nigel Pepper after 
witnessing the barges snaking through 
Tower Bridge’s opening bascules.

Although skies were generally overcast 
during the parade, there were moments 
when sunshine broke through to cast a 
glorious shimmer over the riverscape and 
beyond. And as the last barge turned at 

Tower Bridge and set sail back to West 
India Docks, the sun suddenly blazed out 
in a clear blue sky, creating a spectacular 
departing picture of the parade.

Pop-up museum
After sailing back to Thames Quay at 
West India Dock, the barges became 
a one-day pop-up museum open to 
the public on 17 September. Visitors 
were welcomed aboard to learn 
more about their fascinating history 
and meet owners, crew members, 
sponsors, donors, and historians.

The parade and pop-up museum 
were organised by the Thames Sailing 
Barge Foundation. This non-profit 
organisation works to raise awareness 
of the plight of sailing barges, which 
lack official ‘heritage’ status and so are 
in danger of extinction if their number 
and condition continue to decline. 

Sponsorship opportunities
The Foundation is looking for commercial 
and private support for its work, including 
the next Sailing Barge Parade. In addition 
to bringing a spectacular, free event 
to the public and barge aficionados 
alike, sponsorship will help to keep the 
remaining barges in sea-going condition 
and to preserve traditional skills on the 
Thames. All of which is vital if we are to 
protect and celebrate this important 
aspect of our maritime history. 

To find out more about how you can 
support the Thames Sailing Boat 
Foundation’s work, visit  
www.thamessailingbargeparade.com 
or email Jonathan Fleming at  
jf@thamessailingbargeparade.com 

THAMES SAILING BARGE PARADE
Pat Fitzsimons 
Director 
p.fitzsimons@ucl.ac.uk 

Amy Pryor 
Programme Manager  
a.pryor@ucl.ac.uk 

Meghna Shah 
Communications & Support Manager 
meghna.shah@ucl.ac.uk 

Michelle Ballantyne 
Finance Manager 
m.ballantyne@ucl.ac.uk

Thames Estuary Partnership 
University College London  
Office for the Vice-Provost (Research) 
Room 117, 26 Bedford Way 
London WC1H 0AP 
T: 020 7679 8855www.
thamesestuarypartnership.org

Working with you for the sustainable  
future of the estuary

YOUR FEEDBACK
We welcome readers’ feedback on  
Talk of the Thames, including  
suggested topics for articles  
and content contributions.  
Please email your feedback to  
editor@thamesestuarypartnership.org

© Thames Estuary Partnership November 2017

EVENTS
TEP Members’ Only  
Drinks Reception 
Gain a deeper insight 
into TEP’s activities

When: 15 March 2018, 6-8pm 
Where: Watermen’s Hall

Track Dogs performing aboard Will. 
© Jonathan Fleming

Kitty being manoeuvred by a tug boat as the 
parade passed through Tower Bridge. 
© Nigel Pepper

From Source to Sea is a rather lovely idea. A sort of achievable 
adventure book, which follows the length of the Thames  
while discussing various points of interest along the way. 
Tom Chesshyre’s love of the river is wonderful to hear.  
He prepared for the journey not only with Thames literature  
in his backpack, but also a step-tracking device.

Chesshyre brings to life the character 
of the river, as an endless source of 
interest to him, visiting the old haunts 
of kings, beloved authors and various 
celebrities, while referencing a vast 
variety of literary classics. Performing 
a pilgrimage of sorts to the writer’s 
favourite spots, places where ideas 
for books were conceived, and where 
authors lived, he also provides amazing 
historical information, from small acts 
to momentous events, alongside details 
of almost every meal, pint, and lime 
soda he consumed along the journey.  

 Chesshyre, however, does not seem 
particularly taken with any changes to 
the Thames and is particularly scathing 
of almost all the people he comes 
across. In spite of this, the book really 
does bring the Thames alive, inspiring 
an incredible sense of awe and respect 

for the river. This book could have 
been fantastic, if Tom had stuck to 
what he likes - the Thames - and away 
from what he doesn’t like - people.

BOOK REVIEW

FROM SOURCE TO SEA: 
NOTES FROM A  
215-MILE WALK ALONG  
THE RIVER THAMES
by Tom Chesshyre

GET IN TOUCH
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CH2M is a global engineering 
and project delivery company.

We are working with the Environment 
Agency to deliver the TEAM2100 
programme. It is one of the UK 
government’s top 40 national 
infrastructure projects and 
the first Flood and Coastal Risk 
Management (FCRM) programme in 
the world to receive ISO 55001 
accreditation.

Working with the Environment Agency to manage tidal flood defences as part of the Thames Estuary 2100 Plan


